St. John’s Lutheran Church
Conover, NC
January 18, 2026
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany/Life Sunday

Prelude & Welcome and Announcements
*Opening Hymn LSB # 405 “To Jordan's River Came Our Lord”

Invocation

P:

C

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

: Amen.

Confession and Absolution (Psalm 139)

P

C:
: You search out my path and my lying down

: and are acquainted with all my ways.

: Even before a word is on my tongue,

: behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.

: You hem me in, behind and before,

: and lay your hand upon me.

: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

: it is high; | cannot attain it.

: Almighty and Everlasting God, Your understanding comprehends all things. You see how
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O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
You know when | sit down and when | rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.

Your creatures have departed from Your wise design. You know the desires of all
humankind have become entirely unrighteous. Our thoughts, words, and deeds worship
us above You and serve self instead of one another. Yet Your Son has assumed our
feeble nature and feels our weakness and need. For the sake of His sacrifice, remember
us in mercy. Lay not Your hand of reckoning upon us and grant remission of all our sins.

: Amen.

: Where shall | go from your Spirit?

: Or where shall | flee from your presence?

. If I ascend to heaven, you are there!

: If | make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

. If | take the wings of the morning

: and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

: even there your hand shall lead me,

: and your right hand shall hold me.

. If | say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,

: and the light about me be night,”

. even the darkness is not dark to you;

: the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you.
: O Lord, our Heavenly Father, You pursue us in jealousy to the ends of the heavens and

earth. We cannot flee from Your judgment nor hide from the punishments we deserve.
But Your Son, our Savior Christ Jesus, has traded our guilt in exchange for His glory. His
death and resurrection have brought us the light of life everlasting. Drive our evils away
from us with repentance, forgiveness, and faith, that we may behold Your goodness now
and evermore.

*please rise on last verse



C: Amen.

P: For you formed my inward parts;

C: you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.

P: | praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made.

C: Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.

P: My frame was not hidden from you,

C: when | was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

P: Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them,

C: the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.

P: How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!

C: How vast is the sum of them!

P: If I would count them, they are more than the sand.

C: | awake, and | am still with you.

P: Children of men, do not fear! Incarnate Christ Jesus has come among us, sharing both
womb and world, plumbed the depths of the earth, plundered death and the tomb. Take
heart, for the Almighty Maker has created, redeemed, and called you His own. Upon your
confession, in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Oh, that you would slay the wicked, O God!

C: O men of blood, depart from me!

P: They speak against you with malicious intent;

C: your enemies take your name in vain.

P: Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord?

C: And do | not loathe those who rise up against you?

P: | hate them with complete hatred;

C: | count them my enemies.

P: Search me, O God, and know my heart!

C: Try me and know my thoughts!

P: And see if there be any grievous way in me,

C: and lead me in the way everlasting!

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P: Lord God, our Father and Savior, open our hearts to receive and delight in Your wonders.
Open our lips to rejoice and proclaim all Your works. Strengthen us in flesh and spirit to
refuse wickedness and replace the lust for control with Your own truth and love. Give us
courage to rescue the vulnerable and compassion to relieve the victim that together we
may share Your life.

C: Amen.

Readings

Isaiah 49:1-7

Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD called me
from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 2He made my mouth like a
sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his
quiver he hid me away. *And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom | will be
glorified.” “But | said, “I have labored in vain; | have spent my strength for nothing and



vanity; yet surely my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.” °And now
the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to
him; and that Israel might be gathered to him—for | am honored in the eyes of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength—°®he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; | will
make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
"Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised,
abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they
shall prostrate themselves; because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who
has chosen you.”

P: This is the Word of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

1 Corinthians 1:1-9
"Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,
2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, both their Lord and ours: *Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 4l give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was
given you in Christ Jesus, °that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all
knowledge— ®even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— ’so that you
are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. °God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

P: This is the Word of God.
C: Thanks be to God!
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1%t chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord!

John 1:29-42a
2The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world! *°This is he of whom | said, ‘After me comes a man
who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 3'l myself did not know him, but for this
purpose | came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” *2And John bore
witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33|
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom
you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” **And |
have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”**The next day again John
was standing with two of his disciples, *®and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” *"The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they
said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 3*°*He said to them,
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed
with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. “°One of the two who heard John speak
and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 4'He first found his own brother
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). °He brought
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “So you are Simon the son of John? You shall
be called Cephas” (which means Peter).



P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message 8:00 svc
Sermon Hymn LSB # 394 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
Sermon “Looking for God” based on John 1:29-42a

The Apostles’ Creed 8:00svc  creeds found on inside back cover of hymnal
The Nicene Creed 10:30 svc

Gathering of Our Offerings to God  stjohnsconover.com/donate
Special Music 8:00 “Jesus Paid It All”  10:30 “Jesus, Son of God, Son of Man” Sr. Choir

Response Hymn LSB # 790 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty’
Prayer of the Church

Sacrament of Holy Communion 10:30 svc
Everyone is welcome to come to the Altar. Members of St. John’s and sister LCMS congregations may
receive the Lord’s body and blood. Visitors may receive a blessing indicated by crossing their arms. Please
refer to the Communion Statement found in bulletin.

Words of Institution
Distribution
Distribution Hymns

LSB # 550 “Lamb of God”

LSB # 619 “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”

LSB # 620 “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”
Post Communion Prayer

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn LSB # 431 “Not All the Blood of Beasts”
Silent Prayer

Sharing of God’s Peace
Postlude




ST. JOHN'S EAGLE
January 18, 2026

ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers are given to the Glory of God.

EAGLE — Deadline is Thursday by noon February NEWSLETTER Deadline is Jan. 26
BIRTHDAY WISHES: Jan. 18 - 25

Jan 18 Kelly Stidham Jan. 20 Anita Wesson Jan. 23 Cameron Yount
Ashley Huffman Megan Baker Patty Canipe
Collin Yount Diane Holchin Christine Drum
Jan. 19 Janet Teeter Jan. 21 Fred Crump Tyler Shull
Evan Nichols William Hayes Jan. 24 Bill Parkhurst
Jan. 22 Martha L Bumgarner Stephanie Stanwick
Austin Muszick Aleta Vallini
Ava Hester
Hilda Deal

COMMUNION STATEMENT

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to
His Table those who trust His words, repent of all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love
as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. Because Holy
Communion is a public withess of our oneness in the faith and teaching, which is confessed at this
Altar, we respectfully request that only Communicant members of congregations of The Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod or of congregations in Altar and Pulpit Fellowship participate in the
Sacrament. Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or visitors desiring to commune for the first
time are asked to speak with the Pastor prior to the service. If you will be partaking of Holy
Communion today, you may wish to read Luther’s “Questions with their Answers” on pages 329-
330 of the LSB to help you prepare for the Sacrament. There are also prayers for before and after
communion in the inside cover of the LSB. Adults and children who are not confirmed, may come
to the altar for a blessing — please cross your arms over your chest at the altar to indicate your
desire for a blessing.

We WELCOME ALL GUESTS AND VISITORS to our worship service today! We are glad to have
you join us and pray that you will be blessed during our time together. Please sign our guest book
in the narthex before leaving. Please come and join us again!

NURSERY HELPERS
Jan. 18 Leigh Ann Trent Jan. 25 Lisa Sain Feb. 1 Tammy Yount

ELDERS FOR COMMUNION 8:00 Josh Sigmon  10:30 Scott Weber

USHERS 8:00 Chad Stephens, Mark Jones, Shawn Catlin, Corin Spencer
10:30 Mark Hollo, Scott Hollo, Brian Ramsey, Keith Warren

ACOLYTES TBA

The NURSERY IS AVAILABLE for the 10:30 service. Please feel free to bring your small children
to it so that you can return to and enjoy the service.

SHARING CENTER - Tuesdays - 2:30-4:00 (disabled & 65 and older) & 5:30-7:00 for everyone
BLAST - Preschool through 5" Grade children’s program on Wednesday nights (dinner 5:45 pm).

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES are located in the parish hall. Please stop by and pick up your
envelopes. If you do not see your envelopes or if you would like a set of envelopes, please contact
the church office.



PASTOR SELF will be serving at Bethel Lutheran Church this morning.

NEW MEMBER CLASS has started. St. John's is offering an Adult Confirmation Class on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 am in the second-floor Media Center. This class is for two groups of people: those
interested in officially joining St. John's as a member and current members who would like to
review the basic teachings of the church. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor
Lagoutine.

VOTERS MEETING will be held TODAY at 6:30 pm. Topics of discussion: Building Committee
recommendations, Constitution amendments, a second columbarium, and accepting
congregational secretary into membership. A quorum is greatly needed.

QUILTER’S GROUP - Thursdays 10am - 1pm in the Good Shepherd Room.

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY BAGS are located to the left of the usher’s table. Please return bags so
each Sunday bags will be available.

THE PSALMS — A midweek Bible Study meets Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.

Of the 66 books of the Bible, the Psalms are unique. The Psalms are 150 prayers to God that God
Himself has written for us so that we would know how to pray. This mid-week, adult bible study
focuses on a single Psalm each week with the intention of hearing and understanding it in depth,
that we might make it our own prayer to the Lord. Everyone is welcome.

COLLEGE STUDENTS ADDRESSES NEEDED: Are you a current college student? Or do you
have a college student in your family? If so, please email secreretary@stjohnsconover.com with
the address for this school year (even if you have provided it in the past).

If you would like to serve as a SUNSHINE LADY, please contact Leigh Ann Trent (828) (contact
office).

TUESDAY MORNING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will meet in the library at 11am. Please call Dana
Drum at 828-(contact office) if you have questions.

LIFELIGHT WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY- Come join us on Wednesdays as we begin a 9 week study
on the books of Ruth and Esther. Each week we will have 5 days of in-depth personal study and
then meet Wednesday morning from 9:30 to 11:00 in the Good Shepherd Room for group
discussion and teaching from our Pastors and DCE. Books for the class are $13. To register,
please contact Lisa Sain at jlsain@bellsouth.net or by phone/text at (828) (contact office).

HELP NEEDED in Sharing Center! - There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall for those who
could help. We need 2 hours of your time once a month. Financial donations are also appreciated.

The MAMA BIBLE STUDY GROUP will meet Saturday, Feb. 14" 9-11am in the conference room
upstairs. Please join us for fellowship, prayer, and time in the Word. If you're able, bring a brunch
dish to share. Contact Dani Self (828)-(contact office) or Megan Baker (828)-(contact office) with

qguestions.

St John’s is re-establishing it's LLL, LUTHERAN LAYMAN’S LEAGUE. Our aim is for men to
engage in church activities beyond Sunday services by encouraging them to share their faith in
their communities. Men interested in joining, please talk with Chris Slaughter 828-(contact office).

The DAILY WALK BIBLE STUDY will be led by Jeff and Diane Holchin on Tuesday nights at 7 pm
in the library. We will focus on the New Testament in 2025. Daily Walk Bibles are available for $15
and you can contact Jeff at 828-(contact office) with questions.

Mission Team is NEEDING VOLUNTEERS to help make biscuits. If you are able to help,
please contact Rickelle Robertson 704-(contact office), Linda Travis (contact office) or
Dana Drum (contact office).

NEWS from Katelyn Houser- click on the QR code to read what has been going on!! She
is serving in San Juan de la Maguana, Dominican Republic with Solid Rock International. Please



mailto:jlsain@bellsouth.net

keep her in your prayers and if you FEEL LED TO SPONSOR HER visit Attps.//bit.ly/KHouserSRI.
All gifts made through the link are tax deductible.

THANK YOU

Thanks so very much for the visits by our Pastors and all who sent cards. I’'m so grateful to the
Building Bridges team for the ramp they built for my husband which | have more recently used
myself. God Bless, Sarah Kanipe

LWML IMPORTATNT DATES

February 19" Thursday: Part 2 of Biblical Feminism Bible Study with Pastor Self. Dinner will be
served. Teirsa and Tonya will be doing the meats and all others attending are asked to bring a
side, drinks, or dessert. 6:00 pm

March 21st. Saturday: Chicken Pie Sale

March 26" Thursday: Baking Day for a bake sale on 3/29. Meet in the gym whenever you can get
there. Tonya will be there by 4:00 to start ovens. Bring your favorite recipe & all ingredients to
fellowship with other ladies as we prepare for the bake sale. If you can not attend on this day then
please send a baked good to the church by 3/29.

March 29" Sunday: Bake sale in the Parish Hall. Between and after services.

MISSION AND VISION THEME

Equip: We will equip all for the Christian life.  (Ephesians 4:10-16)

Engage: We will engage with all people to be all things to all people for the sake of the Gospel.
(1 Corinthians 9:19-23).

Encourage: We will continuously encourage one another in our faith. (Hebrews 10:24-25)

Endure: Everything changes, but the Word of God will endure forever. (Isaiah 40:8)

2026 GOALS

*We will "Equip, Engage, Encourage, and Endure."

*We will support Pastor Lagoutine and Pastor Self by faithfully attending church services, praying
for their ministries and seeking ways to offer assistance as needed.

*We will encourage and support our DCE Matt Cochran, our Sunday School teachers, youth
leaders, youth groups, and adult Bible study groups by attending regularly.

*We will support our preschool leaders Megan Baker, Vanessa Travis, and volunteers and pray for
its continued growth.

*We will faithfully pray for our church staff and church officers and continue to be supportive of the
efforts here to "Lift High the Cross."

St. John’s 2" Annual
dather & Daughter Fock cftop _Pance & Pinner
Saturday, January 24 from 5-8pm
Dads - $15 Dad’s Name:

Daugters - $10 Daughters’ Names:

Tear off this form and drop in the offering plate along with a check for the tickets
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 464-4061
PastorLagoutine@stjohnsconover.com

Secretary@stjohnsconover.com
Rev. Anton Lagoutine

(contact office)

Ryan Spleet— President

(contact office)

Matt Cochran—DCE

(contact office)

Derek Baker- Music Director

Scott Hollo — Head Usher 8:00 svc
(contact office)

Jason Sain — Head Usher 10:30 svc

(contact office)
Chastity Arndt — Church Secretary
office)

StJohnsWebsiteDonate.png

Website - www.stjohnsconover.com

Matt@stjohnsconover.com

RevSelf@stjohnsconover.com

828-(contact office)
828-(contact office)
828-(contact office)

828-(contact office)
828-(contact office)

828-(contact office)

828-(contact office)

COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES

Laura Yount

Rev. Luke Self
Michael Tripp — Chairman of Elders
Bruce Ingle— Organist

Matthew Ingle — Deacon
Paula Canipe - Sunday School

Chris Slaughter — Acolyte

Megan Baker — Preschool
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210 Dan Allen Drive, 604 B, Sullivan Hall, Raleigh, NC 27607

Morgan Moose UNCP 1 University Dr. Box 5110, Pembroke, NC 28372

Abby Moose WCU 245 Memorial Drive Suite 6823, Cullowhee, NC 28723

Shiasia Jefferies Garner Webb University 110 S Main St, Boiling Springs 28017

lan Smith 1310 Oglethorpe Ave, Apt 27-D, Raleigh, NC 27607

Jack Hoffman 2100 Granville Towers Ln. E #319, Chapel Hill, NC 27(contact office)
Adam Brunner 1252 E "H" St, Newton, NC 28658
Hailie Moto 3700 Sharon Gagoon Lane Anchorage AK 99508
Kylie Cleveland 3700 Sharon Gagoon Lane Anchorage AK 99508
Payton Mann 2198 St. John’s Church Rd, Conover NC 28613

Corey Canipe

WCU 245 Memorial Drive STE #9489, Cullowhee NC 28723

Ben Harris 2440 Northwick Dr. Apt. 207, Winston-Salem NC 27103

Luke Miller 311 Hardin St Unit 6A, Boone, NC 28607

Madelyn Beisler Kenan 219B, 112 Battle Lane, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
NCSSM Cayden Beisler — 4121, 901 Burkemont Ave, Morganton, NC 28655

Lizzie Sain

290 N Hampton Road Apt 404, Boone, NC 28607

828-

828-

828-

828-

828-

828-(contact

Sara Sain  ASU Box 05501, 614 Howard Street, Boone, NC 28608
STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE, Dec. 31 & Jan. 11 Attendance: 8:00 109 170:.30 185 SS 88
Offerings: Budget: Missions/Ministry 10,201.68

Sunday School 43.50

Initial Offering 30.00

Mem. (Vogelsang) 50.00

New Years 10.00

Thrivent Choice 33.00 $ 10,368.18**
Designated Funds: Building Bridges 70.83

Food Pantry 457.10

LLL 20.00

LYF - NYG 125.00


http://www.stjohnsconover.com/
mailto:Lagoutine@stjohnsconover.com
mailto:Secretary@stjohnsconover.com

Misc (Bibles) 20.00

Short Term 10.00 $ 702.93
Building Fund: Offerings 812.00 $ 812.00
Total Receipts for Dec. 31 & Jan. 11 $ 11,883.11



lutheransforlife.org
LUTHERANS info@lutheransforlife.org
FOR LIFE 888.364.LIFE

Lutherans For Life (LFL) is committed to educating
congregations on essential life issues through a Gospel-centered
lens, empowering communities to affirm the inherent worth of
every individual God has created.

e ptsres s

Through our Word of Hope hotline, we offer help, healing, and
forgiveness to men, women, and youth facing a present or past
life-issue decision.

Lutherans For Life collaborates
with congregations and communities
to affirm life and motivate others
to do the same through our Life
Teams, Life Chapters, and Life
Advocates.

Our Y4Life program empowers
youth and young adults of all ages
to be advocates For Life. Through
educational resources, service
projects, and interactive in-person opportunities, Y4Life teaches
youth and adults of all ages to uphold the lives of others.

To make the growing outreach efforts of these ministry teams
possible, LFL relies on the financial support of congregations and
other dedicated friends like you! To assist LFL and our mission,
a special offering will be taken.

WAYS TO GIVE LUTHERANS

@ ONLINE lutheransforlife.org/lsdonate2026
@ LFLAPP Select “Give" on the bottom menu.

. MAIL Send to Lutherans For Life at:
1101 5th St., Nevada |A 50201-1816

@® ORCODE —>

Life Sunday 20286



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN'S
Sunday, Jan. 18
Early Worship 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:30 - 10:15am
Worship 10:30 am
PreK-5" Youth 2:00 pm at Carolina Theater
Middle/High School Youth 6 pm
Voters Mtg 6:30 pm
Tuesday, Jan 20
Women'’s Bible Study 11 am
Assimilation Comm. 5:00pm Library
Daily Bible Study 7pm
Wednesday, Jan. 21
Men’s Bible Study 8:30 am
Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am
Blast 5:45 pm
Psalms Bible Study 6:30 pm
Thursday, Jan. 22
Quilters 10 am —1 pm
Saturday, Jan. 24
Father/Daughter Dance  5:00 pm
Sunday, Jan. 25
Early Worship 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:30 - 10:15am
Worship 10:30 am
Middle/High School Youth 6pm



